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      Emergency Checklist

(This checklist assumes you have an operable G.P.S. and Satellite phone)

I. Access the situation and take the appropriate

action.

Deal with immediate life threatening problems first. 

II. Determine your position.

Turn on the G.P.S.

Find the page that has your current position.

It’s usually the one that comes on when you power up the unit

Look for a series of numbers that look like this:

N 38"51".338

W094'47.929

II. Call for help. The rescue team is going to want to know:

Position.

Give it to them in Latitude and Longitude right off the G.P.S. Make them

read it back to you. One wrong number and they could be miles off.

Status

Nature of any injuries

Sex and age of victim

Current state

Conscious / Unconscious

Life threatening or stable

III. Do whatever you can to mitigate any further

damage.

Drink water if you have it.

Get out of the sun if possible if it’s hot. Do what you can to get warm if it’s cold
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but try not to add forest fire to your worries.

IV. Prepare for arrival of the rescue team. 

A bike mirror can be as a visual signal.

Bright clothing can be hung to help them spot you.

Horns (remember the bike has horn), whistles, whatever, use what you have.

Three of anything  indicates trouble. Three shots from a gun, three flashes of

light, etc. 

If it is safe to start a small fire, a piece of rubber from the damaged bike will

make black smoke which will mark your position for miles.  Before starting any

kind of fire, make sure there are no fuel spills etc. and that it can be contained. 

V. Be Patient

If you have done everything above, that is about all you can do. Contact the

rescue dispatcher every fifteen minutes or so if the situation is critical. Confirm

that they are aware of your status and know where you are. 

 

 

Copies of this guide (and other stuff) can be found on the internet for

free at

http://daggertrails.com
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Road Science “Erosion Assaults the Unpaved Roads, Tom Kuennen
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BMW 650 Dakar

What is Adventure Riding?

 

 Simply stated, Adventure Riding is an extended form of motorcycle touring that

does not stop when the pavement does. The level this is taken to depends a lot

on...how adventurous you are. Some, go around the world, others, like me, rarely get

out of their home state. 

Two thirds of the roads in the United States, and 90% of the roads of the world

are unpaved.
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 There is some neat stuff to explore down some of these roads. With

an Adventure Bike, you are not limited to the readily accessible third  with sterile

camp grounds and overcrowded parks. , Due to an ever increasing number of rules

regulations and crowds it is getting harder and harder to have any fun at all. To me

an Adventure bike is an escape mechanism, an exploration vehicle, something that

will take you where Harley’s fear to tread. It’s also a heck of a lot of fun.

What is an Adventure Bike?

Admittedly, an Adventure Bike is a collection of

compromises. The basic idea, adjusted toward one

end of the envelope of the other is to combine a

medium to long range touring machine with what most

people call a “dirt bike”. It should be no surprise that

some of these machines look quite odd. Some designs

lean more toward being acceptable pavement vehicles
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KTM 950

with short forays onto the back roads, while others go the other direction and

sacrifice comfort and touring capability for more rugged outback performance. 

Typically an Adventure Bike engine ranges from 650 to 1200CC’s. Since these are

considered to be medium to long range machines, they are fitted with larger fuel

tanks than their dual sport cousins and have higher

cruising speeds on the highway. Most are capable of

being fitted with luggage carriers. Options range

from satellite navigation systems with moving maps to

heated hand grips and even outlets for heated

clothing. They are lighter than the average touring

machine but heavier than dual sport or Enduro type

bikes. Again, always a compromise. One may well

surmise that such compromise would lead to a devise

that does everything. but nothing in particular very

well. The fact is that some of the Adventure Bikes on

the market now are surprisingly adept in both arenas. 

Prices for new equipment range from over twenty

grand for a tricked out BMW to less than six g’s for a

Kawasaki 650. For the same thing on the used market

you are looking at six and up for the Beemer and if

you’re lucky, less than two for the KLR650. 

Compared to a lot of hobbies, like golf or spectator sports by the time you figure

in all the cost, this is cheap entertainment considering you have opened up two

thirds of the country to exploration.  

            Who Rides These Things?

The average Adventure Biker is male, between 40 and 60 years old, has pretty

much arrived at where they want to be professionally, has some time and pocket

money to spend and in most cases are fiercely independent. There are of course,

women in the sport and young guys as well but for the most part, we are a more

mature (nice way of saying older) male group. 

In many cases Adventure Riders are escapees from other camps. Those who did

the Harley thing, didn’t like it, or got tired of racing around corners dressed up
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A large rock sized dent in the gas tank however is a dead give away and the BMW Rally

Suit is all telling.
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like Michael Jackson or, maybe, don’t consider themselves over the hill enough just

yet for the Gold Wing. 

One nice thing about the Adventure bikes is that you don’t really have to fit any

stereotype. If black is not your favorite color, that’s ok. Don’t have every chrome

accessory ever made and a custom paint job, who cares? You can’t tell an

Adventure rider by the patches on his jacket or the number of antennas on his

bike.
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 There is no secret handshake and anyone can play. I like to think it’s all

about going places and seeing things, ...you know, adventuring. 

                

         What do I Need to Know?

Handling a large and relatively heavy bike off road requires some special skills

which even veteran riders may not possess.

Your street riding skills will serve you well

until the pavement ends, then everything,

(well, almost everything) changes. 

You may be a hotshot on a lightweight dirt

bike but these things can weigh well over six

hundred pounds when all loaded up with stuff.

It’s different. Basically, you need to know

how to control and balance the machine both

on and off road. 
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Training camps like the Rawhyde Adventure Camp that Jim Hyde puts on at his

ranch in Castaic, California, come highly recommended. In a few days, Jim can rid

you of many of your “boogy men” as he calls them, help you identify  your limits and

have you on the way to some great riding. 

You need to know how to keep from getting lost, which with the advent low cost

G.P.S. receivers simply requires studying the manual and a little reading and

practice. You need to know how to plan, how to pack, how to read a map (really read

a map), how to solve problems and how to take care of yourself. Most Adventure

Riders prefer hotels to tents but if you break down in the bush you will discover

that among other things, there is no toilet paper out there. 


